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i I ebruary 1304 


■ Thm Hsm&i&bH. 3 Abort J. MeWenaara 
The Secawtary ai 

V‘: >3 15* 0# 

in rcap e&a a to y*it telephone oil* of lust mfiat, I set forth 
below my partly p«rtoii&l re**»» * wfcy I •*» firmly W oi8 ^ 10 
the #ttrl»cia:| g>f a«r special Airc»it tt this tte*s* *■« • 1 
mtt in mf letter to Qw r resident thie tvornihg, i believe that each 
it the parUcipaats iu the diseaaaiea os &$ Now»A«f if® S held at 
me .vhlie Beaa# sfcouiu 'have tb epporttmity to express bimeeU 
o*t the ' complex Issues involved. it* 1 indicated to yoo l** 1 high*, 
taU *i.a tier is of such intensely eompaUiag i&pari*nc* to M ** 

■ fccCona that I do not feel free to have my view* interpreted •** 
repraeeatlhg: his view* ar tbc official view# of the i.4 rector of 
Central InteUigenea, especially since ha will return this evening 
ami X an.- not aware of any emergency Situation ra<, saving precipi* 
tou* action. 

Xhi# special aircraft ay item is oar meet important abeam - 
natted irtMtUigaace coHectioa asset «a&4 the longer the United iatei 
cats cteijy to the -ioviet Union information on this very, remarkable 
recunoaiesaace capability, the greater *4ii be the net advantage 40 
oar national security* It also rear# seats oar ouly foreseeable 
capability for preempt recota-aissatMce of crisis situations a®4 we 
.toms* therefore do everything possible to preserve oar ability to 
use it opcratianaUy. 

While there is so uoabt that, the vehicle will eventually c ecu# 
to public notice, an official disclosure by the President or by a 
senior official of the A 4*4. - isuetratio*; weald clearly present the 
Soviets with a major confrontation, the policy c on aider a cion e of 
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which lwv» not yet been wei gh ed * * * hive net seen lit to make 
such * disclosure of awr wlalUK reconnaissance program, and 
present policy indicate* that we do not intend to at this time. It 
goes without saying that an official disclosure would invite 
legitimate questions at to its i nt en ded use -« questions which we 
are not now prepared to answer. I therefore feel that we should 
not take any steps which might limit our ability to eee the vehicle 
for non-sttributabie reconnaissance. 

$ aithfully yours. 


m 

Marshall S. Carter 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Acting Director 
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